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Introduction

In 2014 St. Patrick’s RC Church, Felling was awarded a grant of almost £90,000 from The 
Heritage Lottery Fund to renovate the steps leading up to the processional entrance of the 
Church.  These steps had deteriorated to such an extent that they were deemed unsafe.

This edition is a pictorial record of the work carried out during the renovation and is a 
sequel to “The History of St. Patrick’s RC Church, Felling 1895 - 2014” which covers the  
history of Catholicism in Felling and in particular the history of St. Patrick’s Parish.

Please feel free to visit St. Patrick’s Church to see and enjoy the grandeur of the building 
and the many unique treasures contained within.
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Chapter 1

Delivery Phase



Work started on 9 February 2015.  The main contractor, Heritage Consolidation Ltd, 
erected a security fence around the perimeter of the work site.  This enabled pedestrian  
access to the Church via the emergency exit of the Parish Centre and ensured Church 
services were not affected.
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Delivery Phase

Security fence around work site



The floor of the lobby was removed and excavations prepared for foundations for the 
building of new retaining walls to support the steps on the upper level on both the east and 
west staircases.

   
   
   
   
   
   
 

   

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

   
   
   
   
 

   
   
   
   
   
   
 
 
 

7

Supporting wall within Parish Centre entrance

Ground work within Parish Centre entrance



 
All internal partitioning at the entrance to the Parish Centre was removed together with the 
external timber-glazed screen.  A temporary door was fitted inside the main body of the 
Church to retain security once the external timber-glazed screen was removed.

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

   
 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

Removal of old framework to Parish Centre
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Compacted hard core under the east steps



The foundation stone, located beneath the mid landing of the east staircase was not 
immediately visible.  When the renovation of the steps began it was the intention to reposition 
the stone to the outside of the west staircase.  However, due to the physical size and weight of 
the stone this was not possible.  Therefore, a photographic record was taken, this will be  
displayed in the entrance to the Parish Centre to serve as a permanent reminder of the shape 
and location of the foundation stone which is now concealed behind the supportive wall of 
the east staircase.  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Foundation Stone record



The existing ashlar stones on the retaining wall on the left hand side of the north west  
staircase were numbered prior to removal so that they could be repositioned in their 
original position once the renovation had been completed.  
   
   
   
 

   
   
   

   
   
   
   
   
   
 

   

   
 

   

Stones numbered on west staircase
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Storage of stones from west staircase



During the removal of the lower flight of steps one of them disintegrated because of flaws 
in the material known as strata.  
 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

   
   

   
   
   
   
   
   

   
   
   
   
   Strata in one of the steps
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Stones and steps removed from west staircase



New retaining walls were built to support the lower and upper steps on the north west  
staircase and the upper section of the north east staircase.  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New retaining wall on west staircase

New retaining wall inside the Parish Centre entrance



Concrete lintels were also inserted into the brickwork to assist in supporting the  
upper landing.
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Concrete lintels inserted into retaining wall brickwork



New steps were inserted into the existing stonework on the upper and lower  
landings of the north west staircase.  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New steps on upper flight on west staircase

New steps on lower flight on west staircase



New steps were inserted into the stonework immediately adjacent to the processional  
entrance.  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New steps being lifted

New steps being fitted at Church entrance



 
The reinforced slurry mix, used to repair the north west mid landing and the upper landing 
in the 1990s, had to be removed to expose the original stonework and allow the placement 
of new indents.  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Sealing of new indents on upper landing

Fitting of new indents on intermediate landing



The inside of the Parish Centre entrance was boarded and a weatherproof membrane  
added to ensure that the entrance would remain dry.
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Boarding on Parish Centre retaining wall

Waterproof membrane



 
The recessed arch entrance to the Parish Centre was filled in with ashlar facing stone.  A  
double glass panelled door was inserted and the lobby repainted and re-carpeted to match 
existing.

18

Parish Centre Entrance

Repointing existing stonework
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Parish Centre foyer
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Chapter 2

Before & After Photographs
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West staircase - lower level

Before & After Photographs
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West staircase
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Lower steps
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Lower steps - west side
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Main entrance
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Top landing & west upper flight
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Top landing
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Parish Centre entrance
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Chapter 3

Celebrations



The first celebration, when the renovated steps were used, was the Deanery Confirmation 
Mass celebrated by Bishop Seamus Cunningham, Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle.  
This took place on 13th May, 2015 when 73 young people and adults from the parishes of 
our deanery were confirmed.
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Religious Celebrations
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The Confirmation Mass
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Confirmation candidates and their sponsors approach the Bishop
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Parishioners leaving by east staircase

Parishioners leaving by west staircase
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Bishop Seamus on the west staircase after the Confirmation Mass
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The second ceremony was the marriage of Claire Potts to David Nicholson in June 
2015.

David Nicholson, Best Man and Usher
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Claire Potts and Bridesmaids
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David & Claire Nicholson - June 2015 


